
 

 

   Gordon Turpin 
  Chair, Highams Park Planning Group 
  67 Handsworth Avenue 

To: The Friends of Ainslie & Larks Woods  Highams Park, 
(by email)  E4 9PG 

  5th October, 2020 

Dear Mr. Andrews, 

Re: Application to the London Borough of Waltham Forest for Local Green Space Designation 
Land to the rear of Larkswood Leisure Centre 

Thank you for sharing with us your application to Waltham Forest Council for the tract land to the rear of 

Larkswood Leisure Centre (denoted as Site A in your application)  recommending that Site A be allocated as 

“Local Green Space” in the emerging Local Plan for the London Borough of Waltham Forest.  

Having read your application, by way of this letter we should like to provide our full support to your 

application, on the following grounds: 

1. We agree with your evidence base and conclusion that Site A is compliant with the criteria required 

by the NPPF for a space to designated as Local Green Space. 

2. Site A abuts the boundary of the area covered by the Highams Park Neighbourhood Development 

Plan (the HP Plan). The adjacent land within the HP Plan area is Larks Wood. The importance of Larks 

Wood to local residents as a well-loved and well used and historic area of woodland  was recognised 

during our consultations for the HP Plan and, as a consequence,  Larks Wood was designated as an 

area of  Local Green Space in the HP Plan.  

Due to active public use over many years the boundary fence between Site A and Larks Wood has 

become degraded and the area has rewilded. In view of the foregoing, we wholly support your view 

that Site A is essentially now part of Larks Wood and should be designated as a Local Green Space. 

3. The view of Larks Wood from across the Highams Park Plan area is listed as a significant view on page 

73 of the HP Plan and  development of Site A will greatly detract from the beauty of this view and 

thereby adversely impact the visual amenity of  local residents. Accordingly, Site A should be retained 

and designated as a Local Green Space. 

4. Increasing urbanisation of brownfield sites has led to greater need for more green spaces to provide 

leisure and exercise for the growing population. Such spaces are essential for people to maintain 

both their physical and mental well-being. 

The shortage of accessible green spaces locally was very much in evidence during the recent COVID-

19 lockdown and, it is our view, that the Council should be actively seeking ways to expand green 

space provision across the Borough.  

In summary, we agree that Site A should be retained and designated as a Local Green Space, as it provides a 

valuable area of green space for local people to exercise and relax, along with stunning views across London 

and beyond.    

Please feel free to submit this letter of support of your application to Waltham Forest Council. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

Gordon Turpin 
Chair 
Highams Park Planning Group   


