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THE HIGHAMS PARK PLANNING GROUP 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

On Thursday 30th January 2020 at 7:30 pm 

At All Saints Church, Church Avenue, Highams Park, E4 9QD 

Attendees: 85 

Coordinating Committee Attendees: Apologies for Absence: 
Tony Bell Naveed Butt 
Geoff Carter, Treasurer 
Janet Charlesworth, Deputy Chair 
Camille Hastings-Prosser 
Jade Holt 
John Moss 
Mike Payne, Secretary  
Bea Taylor 
Gordon Turpin, Chair 
 

(1) Welcome & introductions 

Gordon Turpin (GT) welcomed members to the seventh Annual General Meeting of 
the Highams Park Planning Group (HPPG) and, the meeting being quorate, acted as 
Chair for the meeting.  

GT invited attendees to ask questions of the Committee after each agenda item. 

(2) Agree minutes of last meeting 

 The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as presented. 

(3) Matters arising from minutes of last meeting 

 There were no matters arising. 

(4) HPPG now renewed as Neighbourhood Forum  

An application for the re-designation of the Highams Park Planning Group was 
submitted to the Council on 7th April 2019. Public consultation on the redesignation 
took place from 29th April 2019 until 10th June 2019. After considering the 
consultation responses received, which were overwhelmingly positive, the Council 
renewed the HPPG’s designation as the neighbourhood planning body for Highams 
Park at Cabinet on 8th July. The redesignation as a neighbourhood forum will run for 
a further 5 years to 8th July 2024, at which time HPPG can apply to be designated for 
a further 5 years. 

(5) Status of the Highams Park Plan (current position and next steps) 

Since the AGM on 15th February 2019, the steps set out below have been completed 
and a referendum asking local residents whether they want the Council to adopt the 
HP Plan will be held on Thursday 5th March 2020.  
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Steps completed since AGM on 15th February 2019 

• The required six-week consultation of residents within the Highams Park Plan 
Area and statutory consultees was completed on 18th February 2019. 

• Following the consultation HPPG responded to comments received and amended 
the HP Plan where necessary; the comments and responses were posted online. 

• The HP Plan was reviewed by an independent examiner (John Parmiter, FRICS, 
FRSA, MRTPI) who confirmed on 7th June 2019 June that the HP Plan fully met the 
basic conditions required by the Neighbourhood Planning Act of 2011 (as 
amended in 2012). 

• The inspector recommended that certain amendments be made before the HP 
Plan proceeds to referendum. 

• The HP Plan was amended as required and presented to LBWF’s Cabinet to 
request their approval for the HP Plan to proceed to a referendum of local 
residents. This approval was granted 10th October 2019. 

• GT advised that an FAQ had been prepared for the HPPG and Portal Websites and 
a link to this page was included on the leaflets sent to all residents in the HP Plan 
Area along with some explanatory notes about the referendum. 

(6) Explanation of the Referendum Process 

• The referendum will be conducted based on procedures which are similar to 
those used at local government elections. The referendum asks eligible voters 
the following question: 

“Do you want the London Borough of Waltham Forest to use the 
neighbourhood development plan for the Highams Park Neighbourhood Area 
to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?” 

• The Council has sent ballot papers to all residents within the Highams Park Plan 
Neighbourhood Plan Area. 

• Voters will be asked to mark a cross (X) in either the ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ box on a ballot 
paper to indicate their preference.  

• Should more than half of those voting at the referendum vote in favour of the 
neighbourhood plan, then LBWF Council will ensure the neighbourhood plan is 
‘made’ at the earliest opportunity and will use it to determine planning 
applications. 

• The HP Plan will be accepted or rejected by a simple majority, irrespective of 
how many people vote. 
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(7) Status of Projects 

Updates were provided on the following projects and ongoing activities undertaken 
over the past year by HPPG and Highams Park Community CIC (the limited liability 
project vehicle of the Highams Park Planning Group established in June 2017) : 

• Highams Park Community CIC 
➢ Defibrillator in The Highams Park 
➢ New path & seating area at Humphry’s 
➢ Litter bin by boathouse at the Lake 
➢ Signage through the forest 
➢ Landing stage & path between park and lake 
➢ “Wild about Highams Park” Sculpture Trail 
➢ Meridian Plaque in Hale End Road 
➢ Wall mural by Tesco 

• Highams Park Portal 

• Decorating of street furniture 

• Three new book boxes made and installed 

• New gates to the park 

• Re-launch of HPPG Business Group 

• The Highams Park Snedders forestry works 

• Community Events & Concerts 

• Litter Picking Group 

• Maypole Dancing Club 

• Annual Christmas Tree at Hale End Library 

• Love Hale End Library Group 

• hSpark Radio 
 

(8) The Highams Park Business Group 

The committee from the Highams Park Business Group gave a short presentation on 
their aims and objectives and made themselves available to meet with people after 
the meeting to answer questions. 

(9) Financial position 

GT presented HPPG’s financial position.  In summary, as at 31st December, 2019 
HPPG's cash and bank account stood at £ 7,864. 

Funds generated from grants, ticket sales, stallholder fees and donations during 
2019 were £ 20,994. 
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(10) Election/Re-election of Coordinating Committee members 

The committee was re-elected unanimously by attendees at the meeting. 

Gordon Turpin Chair 

Janet Charlesworth Deputy Chair 

Mike Payne Secretary 

Geoffrey Carter Treasurer 

Camille Hastings-Prosser General Member - Heritage 

Tony Bell General Member - Transport 

Naveed Butt General Member - Business 

Jade Holt General Member – Arts & Culture 

John Moss General Member and Compliance & Legal 

Bea Taylor General Member – Events Coordination  

 

(11) Any other business 

None 

(12) Closure of meeting 

The business of the meeting was concluded at 8:15 pm and attendees were invited 
to stay for the guest speakers. 

(13) Guest Speakers from LBWF Council: 

Following the official business of the AGM, a presentation was given about the 
Strategic Development Locations across the North of the Borough which will be 
included in the proposed new Council Local Plan for the Borough. The presentation 
was provided by the Council Officers listed below: 

a. Sarah Parsons, Head of Place and Design, Planning Team, Economic Growth & 
Housing Delivery Directorate. 

b. Erin Byrne, Head of Area Regeneration (North), Strategic Regeneration Team, 
Economic Growth & Housing Delivery Directorate. 

c. Louise Ward, Business Development Manager (North), Employment Business 
and Investment Team, Economic Growth & Housing Delivery Directorate. 

(14) Refreshments and informal discussions 

Attendees were invited to stay for refreshments and informal discussions. 


